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MESSAGE

Shri. Jogu Ramanna
Honarable Minister for Environment, Forests, 
Science & Technology and BC Welfare. 
Government of Telangana 

   India is a megadiverse country that harbours 7-8% of all recorded species, including 
over 48, 655 species of plants and 97,708 species of animals, on only 2.4% of the world’s 
land area. Biodiversity forms the cornerstone of ecosystem functions and services that 
support millions of livelihoods in the country. 

   Telangana has been persevering in its efforts to conserve this vital biodiversity and 
ecosystems. The Telangana State Biodiversity Board has declared the Ameenpur Lake as 
Biodiversity Heritage Site which is the first wetland declared as BHS in India. They have also 
received the UNDP India Biodiversity Award for successful of Access and Benefit sharing 
which is the best model case study for the entire the country. The delegates of other 
countries were appreciated case study which was showcased in the Conference of Parties 
(CoP-13) at Cancun, Mexico during 2016. 

   Telangana State Biodiversity Board has been fulfilling the various National Biodiversity 
Targets and Aichi Biodiversity Targets towards conserving the biodiversity and use it’s 
sustainably. Taking measures for conservation of natural habitats, including forests, 
wetlands and the biological resources which are unique to Telangana state. 

   I wish to place on the record my deep appreciation for the overall supervision 
provided by Shri. Swargam Srinivas, IFS, Addl. PCCF/Member Secretary, Telangana State 
Biodiversity Board. I also appreciate the efforts put in by the officers and staff in preparing 
this annual report 2016-17.

Shri. Jogu Ramanna



FOREWORD

Shri. Shailendra Kumar Joshi, IAS, 
Honorable Chief-Secretary, Government of Telangana & 
Chairman, Telangana State Biodiversity Board, 
Hyderabad

   As one of the major outcomes of the United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development (UNCED) held at Rio de Janeiro in 1992, the United Nations Convention of 
Biological Diversity entered into force in December 1993.  In its journey of 25 years, various 
developments at local, state and national level had taken place. As far as conservation and 
sustainable use of biodiversity is concerned, a lot more ground still needs to be covered for 
equitable sharing the benefits from the use of genetic resources.

2. Despite international efforts, there continues to be a decline of biodiversity in almost all 
the regions of the world.  This loss of biodiversity coupled with other global environmental 
challenges such as climate change etc., cost a shaden on issues such as water and food 
security and public health etc.

3. I am happy to inform that the Telangana State Biological Diversity Board (TSBDB) is fully 
in synch with national/international goals and working towards achieving the Aichi 
Biodiversity targets.  Some of the measures include conserving natural habitats by 
declaring them as Biodiversity Heritage Site (BHS), identifying the Rare Endangered 
Threatened (RET) species and the last but not the least creating awareness among the local 
communities.

4. I also take this opportunity to thank the National Biodiversity Authority, UNEP, GEF, 
MOEFCC for their assistance and continuous guiding.  I am hopeful that the TSBDB will 
take innovative measures to conserve all forms of biodiversity in the State of Telangana.

Dr. Shailendra Kumar Joshi, IAS,



PREFACE

Shri. Ajay Misra, IAS, 
Spl. Chief Secretary to Government of Telangana,  
Environment, Forests, Science and Technology Department, 
Hyderabad

   The rich variety of life on Earth is essential for the welfare and prosperity of people 
today and for generations to come. That is why, 25 years ago, the world’s nations agreed on 
the Convention for Biological Diversity. The Convention has three goals: the global 
conservation of biodiversity, its sustainable use and the equitable sharing of its benefits. 
Achieving these objectives is integral to meet our goals for sustainable development.

   Protecting and restoring ecosystems and ensuring access to ecosystem services are 
necessary for the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger. Reducing deforestation and 
land degradation and enhancing carbon stocks in forests, drylands, rangelands and 
croplands are needed for mitigating climate change. 

   The entire state needs to join to conserve the biodiversity. I urge governments, 
businesses and people everywhere to act to protect the nature that sustains us. Our 
collective future depends on it. 

   I am happy to say that the Telangana State Biodiversity Board is taking various 
measures to protect the biodiversity of Telangana. I am happy to say that the TSBB is 
identified the native domestic breed called “Turupu poda”, also putting their efforts to 
conserve the biodiversity by preparing the People’s Biodiversity Registers and constituted 
more than 2500 Biodiversity Management Committees in the biodiversity rich areas, 
declared the Ameenpur Lake as Biodiversity Heritage Site, the unique germplasm such as 
Sorghum, pigeon pea, Red gram species registered under PPVFRA on the name of BMCs, 
receiving appreciations from NBA and MoEFCC for successful implementation of ABS 
mechanism, etc. 

   I am glad that this annual report for the FY 2016-17 has listed the comprehensive 
activities taken up by the Board and all the very best for future activities.

Shri. Ajay Misra, IAS,



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Shri. Swargam Srinivas, IFS, 
Addl. PCCF (Pro&Vig) & Member Secretary,   
Telangana State Biodiversity Board, 
Hyderabad.

  Annual report for the Telangana State Biodiversity Board (TSBB) for the year 2016-17 
has been brought out as per the section 33 of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 compiling 
various activities carried out by the TSBB besides giving a glimpse of the achievements 
with respect to the implementation of the Biological Diversity Act and Telangana State 
Biological Diversity Rules, 2015.  

   The important decisions were taken in the Board meeting for constitution of 8 expert 
committees, amended the Rule 16 (1) of the Telangana State Biological Diversity Rules, 
2015 and reduced the Form-I application Fee from Rs. 10,000/- to Rs.1,000/- and 
exempted Rs.1,000/- application fee for access to biological resources for Research 
purpose, constituted 1489  Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs), and 
established 228 Local Biodiversity Funds (LBFs) prepared 60 People’s Biodiversity 
Registers (PBRs) across the state. One Biodiversity Heritage Site has been declared i.e. 
Ameenpur Lake, received UNDP India Biodiversity Award for successful Access and 
Benefit Sharing mechanism, and celebrated International Day for Biological Diversity on 
22nd May 2017 etc. 

   I sincerely thank to the Chief Secretary, Government of Telangana and Special 
Secretary, EFS& T Department for valuable advice and continued in all our endeavors. 

   I express my deepest gratitude to National Biodiversity Authority for the support and 
fund assistance. 

   I am pleased to place my sincere thanks to the Expert members for providing their 
expertise in proper implementation of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002. 

   I whole heartedly appreciate the efforts off all the officers and staff of TSBB in bringing 
out this report.

Shri. Swargam Srinivas, IFS,
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To provide for conservation of Biological Diversity, sustainable use of its components and fair 
and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the use of biological resources and knowledge, 
a Convention, the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity was held at Rio de 
Janerio in 1992, wherein the sovereign rights of the states over biological resources were 
reaffirmed. India being signatory to the UNCBD found it necessary to give effect to the said 
convention. Accordingly the Biological Diversity Bill was introduced in the Parliament. 

The Biological Diversity Bill having been passed by both the Houses of Parliament received the 
assent of the President on 5th February, 2003. It came on the Statue Book as The 
BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY ACT, 2002 (18 OF 2003).  

AND WHEREAS the said Convention has the main objectives of 

    • Conservation of Biological Diversity.
    • Sustainable use of its components and 
    • Fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of utilization of genetic resources. 

Telangana State Biodiversity Board (TSBDB) has been constituted by the Govt. of Telangana 
in the year 2014 under Section 22 of chapter VI of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 (Central 
Act No.18 of 2003) vide G.O.Ms.No.21, EFS&T Dept., dt.25.10.2014 and framed “Telangana 
State Biological Diversity Rules, 2015” vide G.O.Ms.No.23. EFS&T Department dated 14-05-
2015. 

Under section 23 of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002:- the functions of the State Biodiversity 
Board shall be to-

   1.  Advise the State Government subject to any guidelines issued by the Central 
Government on matters relating to conservation of biodiversity, sustainable use of 
its components and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of 
biological resources;

  2.  Regulate by granting of approvals or otherwise, requests for commercial utilization 
or bio-survey and bio-utilization of any biological resource by Indians;

  3.  Perform such other functions as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of 
this Act or as may be prescribed by the State Government.

Under the section 24 of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002:- Powers of State Biodiversity Board 
to restrict certain activities violates the objectives of conservation etc. 

   (1)  Any citizen of India or a body corporate, organization or association registered in 
India intending to undertake any activity referred to in section 7 shall give prior 
intimation in such form as may be prescribed by the State Government to the State 
Biodiversity Board.

   (2)  On receipt of an intimation under sub-section (1), the State Biodiversity Board may, 
in consultation with the local bodies concerned and after making such enquires as 
it’s conservation, may deem fit, by order, prohibit or restrict any such activity if it is 
of opinion that such activity is detrimental or contrary to the objectives of 
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conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity or equitable sharing of benefits 
arising out of such activity:

     Provided that no such order shall be made without giving an opportunity of being 
heard to the person affected.

  (3)  Any information given in the form referred to in sub- section (1) for prior intimation 
shall be kept confidential and shall not be disclosed,

During this year, one Board meeting was held and the important decisions taken are narrated 
in this report. The Telangana State Biodiversity Board has constituted 8 expert committees – 
viz- Expert Committee on “Wildlife Conservation and Protection”, “Animal and fish 
Biodiversity”, “Agro-biodiversity”, “Declaration of Biodiversity Heritage Sites”, “Legal Matters 
Relating to Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)”, “Traditional Knowledge associated with 
Medicinal Plants, conservation” and Bio prospecting, Expert Committee on Access and 
Benefit Sharing (ABS) and “Awareness and Capacity Building”. Amended the Rule 16 (1) of the 
Telangana State Biological Diversity Rules, 2015 for reduction of Form-I application Fee from 
Rs. 10,000/- to Rs.1,000/- and exempted Rs.1,000/- application fee for access to biological 
resources for Research purpose, as per the representation from Telangana Ayurveda 
Industries. 

The process for implementation of different provisions of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 
were initiated for constitution of Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs). These efforts 
were led to constitution of 1489 BMCs, and establishment of 228 Local Biodiversity Funds 
(LBFs). 60 People’s Biodiversity Registers (PBRs) were prepared across the state. One 
Biodiversity Heritage Site has been declared i.e. Ameenpur Lake. Received UNDP India 
Biodiversity Award for successful Access and Benefit Sharing mechanism at national level 
celebrations held in Mumbai on 22nd May 2016 organized by NBA with the support from the 
MoEF&CC, Maharashtra SBB and UNDP-India. The International Day for Biological Diversity 
(IDB) 2016 was celebrated in Hyderabad on 22nd May 2016 by organizing events, exhibitions, 
competitions, awareness Programs .

The Annual Accounts of the year 2016-17 is reflected in this report. 
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'Biological diversity' means the variability among living organisms from all sources including, 
inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of 
which they are a part; this includes diversity within species, between species and of 
ecosystems. 

India, a megadiverse country with only 2.4% of the world's land area, harbours 7-8% of all 
recorded species, including over 45,000 species of plants and 91,000 species of animals. It is 
also amongst the few countries that have developed a biogeographic classification for 
conservation planning, and has mapped biodiversity-rich areas in the country. Of the 34 global 
biodiversity hotspots, four are present in India, represented by the Himalaya, the Western 
Ghats, the North-east, and the Nicobar Islands. Considering the outstanding universal values 
and exceptionally high levels of endemism in the Western Ghats, 39 sites in the States of 
Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra have been inscribed on the United Nations 
Education Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage List in 2012.

India has taken significant steps in inventorizing her vast and diverse biological heritage. 
Studies on freshwater and marine ecosystems, mycological work related to taxonomy and 
floristic studies have been recently carried out on various groups of fungi. India harbours large 
number of lichen species, which are nature's most remarkable alliances with at least 2300 
species belonging to 305 genera and 74 families having been reported from India. 

With over 200 diatom species, 90 dinoflagellates, 844 marine algae and 39 mangrove 
species, the marine floral biodiversity of India is remarkable. Endemism is significant across 
different plant groups in India. About 4045 species of flowering plant (angiosperms) endemic 
to India are distributed amongst 141 genera belonging to 47 families. In terms of endemism of 
vertebrate groups, India's global ranking is 10th in birds, with 69 species, fifth in reptiles, with 
156 species, and seventh in amphibians, with 110 species. As a centre of origin of cultivated 
plants, India has 15 agro-climatic zones. It is considered to be the primary centre of origin of 
rice. A total number of 811 cultivated plants and 902 of their wild relatives have been 
documented so far. India also has a vast and rich repository of farm animals, represented by a 
broad spectrum of native breeds of cattle (34), buffaloes (12), goat (21), sheep (39) and 
chicken (15). The great diversity of traditional farming systems and practices in different parts 
of India contribute to the food security of hundreds of millions of people across the country. 
The livestock sector too plays an important role in the Indian economy and is an important 
subsector of Indian agriculture. 

India has established six National Bureaus dealing with genetic resources of plants, animals, 
insects, microorganisms, fish and soil sciences. These are the National Bureau of Plant 
Genetic Resources (NBPGR), with a total of 4,08,186 plant genetic resource accessions; the 
National Bureau of Animal Genetic Resources (NBAGR),which has a total holding of 1,23,483 
frozen semen doses from 276 breeding males representing 38 breeds of cattle, buffalo, 
sheep, goat, camel, yak and horse for ex situ conservation; the National Bureau of 
Agriculturally Important Microorganisms (NBAIM), with a repository of 4668 cultures, including 
4644 indigenous and 24 exotic accessions; and the National Bureau of Agriculturally 
Important Insects (NBAII), with 593 insect germplasm holdings. The National Bureau of Fish 

2. INTRODUCTION
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Genetic Resources (NBFGR), with a repository of 2553 native finfishes and Fish Barcode 
Information System were updated with 2570 microsatellite sequences. In terms of fish 
diversity, the Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) has also recorded 3022 species in India, 
constituting about 9.4% of the known fish species of the world. 

Forests in India are spread over an area of 692,027 km , covering 21.05% of the geographical 
area of the country. While the forest cover has either remained static or has reduced in many 
developing countries, India has added around 3 million hectares of forest and tree cover over 
the last decade. MoEF, has been persistently working towards increasing the total forest cover 
in India by initiating targeted afforestation Programs  such as the Green India Mission (GIM). 
The total tree cover in India is estimated to be 9.08 million hectares, accounting for about 3% 
of the total geographic area of the country. The Wildlife Institute of India (WII) has prepared a 
biogeographic classification for the country, which has been designed to facilitate 
conservation planning, and to review the adequacy of existing protected areas to conserve the 
range of biological  diversity in the country. From a network of 54 National Parks covering 
21,003 km and 373 Sanctuaries covering 2 2 88,649 km , giving a combined coverage of 1, 
09,652 km or 3.34% of the country's geographical area in 1988, the network has grown 
steadily, and as of 2014 there are 690 Protected Areas (PAs;102 National Parks, 527 Wildlife 
Sanctuaries, 57 2 Conservation Reserves and 4 Community Reserves) covering 1, 66,851 km 
or 5.07% of the country's geographical area. The country has 23 marine Protected Areas 
(PAs) in peninsular India and 106 in the islands.

In India, wildlife conservation faces several challenges as a large number of wild animal 
species occur outside the PA system. Thus, the recovery of critically endangered species and 
their habitats requires priority. With this in view, the erstwhile MoEF scheme of 'Assistance for 
the Development of National Parks and Sanctuaries' was reformulated and renamed as 
'Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats (IDWH)' during the 11th Plan period (2007-
2012). The MoEF, in consultation with WII and other scientific institutions/organizations, has 
identified 16 terrestrial and seven marine species with the objective of saving critically 
endangered species/ecosystems that cannot be covered under the conservation of PAs and 
that need protection outside PAs, across the wider landscape/seascape. The Lion (Panthera 
leo persica) and Rhinoceros (Rhinoceros unicornis) populations are showing an increasing 
trend, and the Sangai (Rucervus eldii eldii) and Hangul (Cervus elaphus hanglu) populations 
are stable; but the populations of the Great Indian bustard (Ardeotis nigriceps) and the Nicobar 
megapode (Megapodius nicobariensis) have recorded declines. Vulture populations, in 
particular Gyps bengalensis, that had declined substantially in recent times have registered a 
small upward trend, indicating that conservation measures taken for the species are showing 
a positive outcome. Efforts are underway for developing protocols for monitoring the status 
and trends of the remaining IDWH species. The country's biodiversity faces a variety of 
threats, ranging from land use changes in natural habitats to overexploitation of natural 
resources, proliferation of invasive species and climate change.

(Source :MoEFCC, New Delhi)
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Telangana State is known for its rich heritage in biological diversity distributed in 9 agro climatic 
regions. Among the flora, the state harbours a total of 2,037 species, among the fauna, the 
Telangana is rich with 97 species of mammals that include Tiger, Leapard, Sloth Bear, Giant 
Squirrel, Hyena, Fox, Wild Dog, Wild Boar, Four-horned antilpe, Spotted Deer, Barking Deer, 
Balck Buck, Indian Bison (Gour), Blue Bull, Sambar, Mouse Deer, Honey Badger, Civets, 
Jungle Cats, Otters, Pangolin, Bats, Tree Shrew, Common Langur, etc. 42 species of 
odonates, 16 species of Scorpions, 163 species of Annelids, 18 species of Mollusks, 19 
species of Amphibians, 438 species of bird, 172 species of butterflies, 76 species of Spiders, 
1337 species of Arthropods, 166 species of fishes recorded in Telangana State. 

Telangana is a prominent centre of diversity for cultivated crop plants having more than 33 wild 
ancestors and close relates of cultivated plants still growing under natural conditions. 
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3.1. Structure of TSBB 

   The Telangana State Biodiversity Board (TSBB) is a statutory autonomous body 
constituted by the Government under the provisions of Biological Diversity Act, 2002, vide 
G.O.Ms.No.21, EFS&T Dept., dt.25.10.2014 and framed “Telangana State Biological 
Diversity Rules, 2015” vide G.O.Ms.No.23. EFS&T Department dated 14-05-2015. 

  TSBB headed by a Chairman, an eminent person having adequate knowledge and 
experience in the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and in matters relating to 
the equitable sharing of the benefits. The Member Secretary is appointed by the State 
Government on deputation. It consists of 4 Ex-officio Members from related departments of 
Government of Telangana, and 5 expert members from research institutions of Govt.of India & 
Govt. of Telangana and Non-governmental organizations. 

3.2. Functions of the Telangana State Biodiversity Board 

 Advise the State Government subject to any guidelines issued by the Central 
Government on matters relating to conservation of biodiversity, sustainable use of its 
components and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of 
biological resources;

 Regulate by granting of approvals or otherwise, requests for commercial utilization or 
bio-survey and bio-utilization of any biological resource by Indians;

 Perform such other functions as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this Act 
or as may be prescribed by the State Government.

3.3. Power of State Biodiversity Board to restrict certain activities violating the objectives of 

conservation etc.

   Under 24 of the act, 

   (1)  Any citizen of India or a body corporate, organization or association registered in 
India intending to undertake any activity referred to in section 7 shall give prior 
intimation in such form as may be prescribed by the State Government to the State 
Biodiversity Board.

   (2)  On receipt of an intimation under sub-section (1), the State Biodiversity Board may, 
in consultation with the local bodies concerned and after making such enquires as 
it’s conservation, may deem fit, by order, prohibit or restrict any such activity if it is of 
opinion that such activity is detrimental or contrary to the objectives of 
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity or equitable sharing of benefits 
arising out of such activity:

    Provided that no such order shall be made without giving an opportunity of being 
heard to the person affected.

3. STRUCTURE & ROLES OF TELANGANA STATE BIODIVERSITY BOARD (TSBB)
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   (3)  Any information given in the form referred to in sub- section (1) for prior intimation 
shall be kept confidential and shall not be disclosed, either intentionally or 
unintentionally, to any person not concerned thereto.

3.4. Meetings of the TSBB during 2016-17 

   As per the Rule 11 of the Telangana State Biological Diversity Rules, 2015, the TSBB 
organized a Board meeting on 25-11-2016 at O/o the TSBB, Chandra Vihar, Nampally, 
Hyderabad under the Chairmanship of Shri. A.K Srivastava, IFS. Among the important topics 
discussed were:

 Amendment to the Rule 16(1) of the Telangana State Biological Diversity Rules, 
2015. 

 Revisiting of 8 expert committees. 

 E-filing of Access and Benefit Sharing applications. 

 Digitalization of People’s Biodiversity Registers.

 Constitutions of Biodiversity Management Committees 

 Declaration of Ameenpur Lake as Biodiversity Heritage Site. 

 UNDP India Biodiversity Award for successful ABS Mechanism.

 Registration of Mannanur Cattle: A native breed of Telangana State. 

 Documentation of Agribiodiversity of Telangana State.

 Threatened Taxa of Telangana State. 
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3.5. Committees constituted by TSBDB-and their activities 

   The Government of Telangana nominated provisionally eight expert committees to 
ensure effective implementation of various provisions of the Act and the rules framed there 
under. 

   Expert Committee meeting was held on “Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable 
use” at TSBDB on 22.07.2016. The committee members deliberated the on the following 
issues for consideration of the Board. 

 Reviewed the project on Conservation of local Germplasm: Registration of Mannanur 
cattle: A native breed of Telangana State.  

 Reviewed the project on Agri-biodiversity of Telangana, 

 Reviewed the project on Threatened Taxa of Telangana State. 

4.1. Amendment of Rule 16 (1) of the Telangana State Biological Diversity Rules, 2015.

   The TSBB submitted the proposal to Govt.of Telangana vide.ref.No.253/TSBDB/ 
AccessFee/2015/ Dt. 25.01.2016, and even No.Dt. 19.5.2016, & 08.09.2016 for amendment 
of Rule 16(1) for reducing the Form-I fee from Rs. 10,000/- to Rs.1,000/- for any person 
seeking access/collection of Biological resources from Telangana State for commercial 
utilization or bio-survey or bio-utilization for commercial utilization based on the exemptions 
given in the Guidelines on Access and Benefit Sharing, 2014. 

   Accordingly, the Government of Telangana issued a GO.MS.No. 67. EFS& T (For-II) 
Department Dt. 03.11.2016 (Annex-1). 

4. NOTIFICATIONS OF TSBB & GOVT. OF INDIA
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4.2. Declaration of Ameenpur Lake as “Biodiversity Heritage Site”

   As per the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 “Biodiversity Heritage Site” means natural 
areas, sites or features consisting of physical, biological or geographical or groups of such 
formations constituting the habitat of threatened species of plants and animals of outstanding 
universal value from the point of view of science or conservation. 

   In the above context, the Ameenpur lake (tank) has been considered as a “birding 
paradise” since long because of the number of migratory birds visiting the site every year. 
Nature lovers & bird watchers have been visiting the site for the pleasure of sighting the birds & 
other avi-fauna & flora. Meanwhile, due to heavy industrialization around the area, the lake 
came under severe threat for its very existence. In spite of the shrinking catchment area, the 
lake contained water, the elixir of life, even during the mid summer & post summer. (With no 
sizable rain received during monsoon). The fishermen of the village could still harvest fish. This 
makes the lake significant in terms of conservation & protection. 

   Around 223 species of birds (migratory & residents), 250 plant species (including rare & 
medicinal), 9 fish species, 26 aquatic beetles, 41 butterfly species, 33 species of 
invertebrates, 12 amphibian species, 33 reptiles species, 9 species of wild animals and millet 
diversity is available in the area. 

Measures taken so far: 

 Based on the proposal received from BMC, Ameenpur, the matter was discussed & 
examined thoroughly in the Expert Committee meeting held on 22.08. 2016 about 
“Identification and declaration of Biodiversity Heritage Sites. The District Collector & 
Magistrate, Sangareddy District & the Chairperson, ZPP Medak, District Forest Officer, 
Medak also recommended for declaring the Ameenpur Lake as Biodiversity Heritage 
Site. 

 Biodiversity study of the area carried out (Documented the Biodiversity Profile of the 
Ameenpur lake).

  After the approval of the Board, the proposal was submitted to the EFS& T Dept. (For-
II), Government of Telangana. 

 The EFS& T Dept. issued a preliminary notification, calling for objections if any, within 30 
days after notification.   

 In response to above notification, the TSBDB received 28 petitions from various 
stakeholders offering suggestions/comments for protection & conservation of the lake 
without disturbing their rights over the properties owned by them. 

 To hear the petitions, the Biodiversity Management Committee, Ameenpur Gram 
Panchayat and the Telangana State Biodiversity Board, Hyderabad have organized a 
Public Hearing on 25-07-2016 (Monday) from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm at Ameenpur Gram 
Panchayat office. The panel of members constituted by TSBDB gave a hearing to the 
representations and clarified the doubts raised by the stakeholders and 28 petitioners 
who participated in the public hearing. The petitioners expressed their satisfaction with 
the clarifications of their queries   by the line departments and their officials. 
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 The final proposal was submitted to Department of Environment, Forests & Science and 
Technology, Government of Telangana to issue a Gazette Notification for declaring the 
Ameenpur Lake as a BHS.

 Accordingly, the Government of Telangana issued a final Gazette declaring Ameenpur 
Lake as BHS. 

 The Biodiversity Heritage Site Management Committee (BHSMC) (field level) and State 
Level Monitoring Committee constituted by the TSBB for taking up various activities. 

 The BHSMC is organizing several meetings awareness meetings, training Programs, 
clean up drives, plantation Programs etc. at BHS area from 2016 to till date. 

 The BHSMC is now preparing the Management plan by consulting expert groups. 

      (Gazette and GOs are attached Annex-12.2)
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4.3. Restriction or regulate exotic fish culture of Tilapia fish

   Global spread and invasion of the fish species Tilapia, including the blue and Nile genera, 
represents a case of good intentions gone awry. The Tilapia has a tolerance for poor water 
quality and is omnivorous, able to use a wide range of natural food organisms. It also reaches 
early sexual maturity, which allows populations to grow quickly. These traits make Tilapia 
second only to carp as the most widely farmed freshwater fish in the world, but also make 
Tilapia an effective and dangerous invader for aquatic biodiversity.

   Native to the Middle East and the Nile River region of Africa, Tilapia became a popular 
choice for fisheries worldwide, given its durability, high survival rates, and culinary value. In 
efforts to improve food production and bolster the fish-export business in Eastern Africa, the 
Tilapia was introduced to Lake Victoria, the largest tropical lake in the world, which serves as 
the main source of sustenance for the people of Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda. Instead of 
improving the fishing opportunities in the lake, however, the Tilapia has caused the decimation 
of several fish populations.

   To conserve the local fish diversity of telangana, the telangana State Biodiversity Board 
proposed to regulate invasive species like Tilapia and also to declare Channa straitus as the 
state fish. The government also issued guidelines recommended by an expert committee on 
animal and fish biodiversity to regulate exotic fish culture like Tilapia so as to conserve the 
indigenous aquatic diversity in the water bodies in Telangana. Thus the telangana Government 
issued a Government Orders.

   Secondly, The Telangana State government declared ‘Murrel’ as the state fish. Murrel 
fish (Channa straitus) is widely known in Telugu as ‘Korramatta’ or ‘Korrameenu’ which is one 
of the largest producing species across the state. This fish is not only a great protein source 
but also widely cultured due to their wide range of medicinal properties. Numerous scientific 
research has been reported to support the facts that snakehead has the anti-inflammatory, 
anti-microbial and anticancer properties. In the state, this fish is used for treatment of astama 
by a family traditionally. Lakhs of people across the country come for the treatment of astama 
from Bathini Goud family popularly known as ‘Fish Prasadam’. Thus as a pride of the 
Telangana state murrel is declared as the state fish. 

    It has been added as seventh state icon identified by the government for different 
species of State bird – Pala Pitta (Indian Roller or Blue Jay); flower – Tangedu (Tanner’s Cassia); 
fruit – Mango; Tree – Jammi Tree (Prosopis Cineraria); Sport – Kabaddi and Animal – Jinka 
(deer).

Murrel State Fish (Channa straitus)



  4.4. NTC List 

      In exercise of the powers conferred by section 40 of the Biological Diversity Act, 
2002 (18 of 2003) and in supersession of the notification number S.O.2726(E), dated 
the 26th October 2009, the Central Government, in consultation with the National 
Biodiversity Authority, hereby declares that the provisions of this Act shall not apply to 
the 385 biological resources specified in table Annex-12.4. 
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  The Telangana State Biodiversity Board has organized various events like seminars, 
exhibitions, campaigns, conferences, consultations, competitions, rewarding biodiversity 
conservers, aimed at awareness generation among the researchers, students, scientists and 
general public about the importance of conserving and protecting the biodiversity. 

5.1. Constitution of Biodiversity Management Committees 

   Under section 41 (1) of the Act and Rule 22 of the Telangana State Biological Diversity 
Rules, 2015, Every local body shall constitute a Biodiversity Management Committee within 
its area for the purpose of promoting conservation, sustainable use and documentation of 
biological diversity including preservation of habitats, conservation of land races, folk varieties 
and cultivars, domesticated stocks and breeds of animals and microorganisms and 
chronicling of knowledge relating to biological diversity.

   The National Biodiversity Authority and the State Biodiversity Boards shall consult the 
Biodiversity Management Committees while taking any decision relating to the use of 
biological resources and knowledge associated with such resources occurring within the 
territorial jurisdiction of the Biodiversity Management Committee.

   Every local body shall constitute a Biodiversity Management Committee within its area of 
jurisdiction. Accordingly, Biodiversity Management Committees are to be constituted at Zilla 
Parishad, Mandal Parishad and Gram Panchayat level as well as at Municipality and Municipal 
Corporation level.

Functions of the BMCs: 

 The key mandate of the Biodiversity Management Committees will be to ensure 
conservation, sustainable utilization and equitable sharing of benefits from the 
biodiversity.

 The Biodiversity Management Committees shall facilitate preparation of People’s 
Biodiversity Registers.

 The Biodiversity Management Committees will be responsible for ensuring the 
protection of the knowledge recorded in the people’s Biodiversity Registers, especially 
to regulate its access to outside agencies and individuals.

 The Biodiversity Management Committees are to advise on any matter referred to it by 
the State Biodiversity Board or Authority for granting approval, to maintain data about 
the local aids and practitioners using the biological resources.

 The Biodiversity Management Committee at Gram Panchayat / Mandal 
Parishad/Municipality / Municipal Corporation level may decide the terms on which it 
would permit access to biodiversity resources and associated knowledge to different 
parties for various purpose within their jurisdiction and levy charges by way of collection 
of fees from any person for accessing or collecting any biological resource for 
commercial purpose from the area falling within its jurisdiction.

5. PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES TAKEN UP BY TSBB
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 The other functions of the Biodiversity Management Committees are to advise on any 
matter referred to it by the State Biodiversity Board or Authority for granting approval, to 
maintain data about the local aids and practitioners using the biological resources.

 The Gram Panchayat/ Municipality /Municipal Corporation level Biodiversity 
Management Committees shall prepare a Biodiversity Management Plan using output 
from People’s Biodiversity Register and will be responsible for or participate in its 
implementation.

 The local bodies shall ensure that the Biodiversity Management Committees are 
integrated with the functioning of existing local institutions by regular coordination 
meetings, and other such measures as determined by the local bodies or as specified 
by the Board.

   The Telangana State Biodiversity Board had created awareness among the local bodies 
and constituted 1487 BMCs up to 31-03-2017. Thus total 2605 BMCs have been constituted 
so far in Telangana State.

   The Board organized 1487 awareness programs at BMCs level for constitution of 
Biodiversity Management Committees and briefed about the roles and responsibilities of the 
BMCs under the Biological Diversity Act, and Rules. Also organized 4 awareness programs at 
district level like Adilabad, Rangareddy and Kamareddy involving more than 800 
Grampanchayats and organized 13 state level training programs to the BMC members of 31 
districts of Telangana State involving more than 4000 BMC members. 
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5.2. Establishment of Local Biodiversity Fund (LBF)

   As per the Section 42 of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 and Rule 23 of the Telangana 
State Biological Diversity Rules, 2015 and as per the Rule 1.6 of Guidelines for 
operationalization of BMCs, the State Biodiversity Board shall provide to the local body any 
loan or grant received by it from State Government, Central Government or from the Authority 
for the purpose of the Act.

   With the National Biodiversity Authority’s financial assistance and UNEP-GEF-
MOEF&CC, ABS Project funding, the TSBB established LBFs in 263 BMCs and released an 
amount of Rs.20,000/- each to 263 BMCs. The fund was utilized for awareness programs at 
village level, purchasing of office furniture (table, chairs, Almyrah etc.,), resolution books, 
opening of bank accounts, preparation of letterhead, BMC stamp, BMC display boards, 
taking up plantation and biodiversity related activities etc.

   The Board organized one state level awareness program for utilization of LBFs by BMCs 
on involving Member Secretaries and Chairpersons of the BMCs. 

5.3. Preparation of People’s Biodiversity Registers 

   Under the Rule 22 (11) of the Telangana State Biological Diversity Rules, 2015, the Board 
shall provide guidance and technical support to the Biodiversity Management Committees for 
preparing People’s Biodiversity Register, and shall ensure that all information recorded in such 
Register receives legal Protection against misuse and appropriation by outside agencies and 
individuals. 

   Accordingly, the TSBB constituted 18 Technical Support Groups (TSGs) to assist the 
BMCs in preparation of People’s Biodiversity Registers (PBRs). With the financial support from 
National Biodiversity Authority (NBA) and UNEP-GEF-MoEFCC-ABS Project, the TSBB 
released an amount of Rs. 60,00,000/- (Rupees Sixty Lakhs only) to the TSGs for preparation 
of 60 PBRs in selected BMCs of Telangana State.  The Board organized 10 state and district 
level training programmes involving BMC members and TSGs for this purpose. 

   The process was initiated in the financial year 2015-16, and the TSGs submitted the full 
shape PBRs (3 English & 2 Telugu) to TSBB in 2016-17. 



5.4. Celebration of International Day for Biological Diversity 22nd May 2016 

   The TSBDB under the UNEP-GEF-MoEF& CC-ABS Project celebrated the 
"International Biological Diversity Day" on 22nd May 2016 on the theme of “Mainstreaming 
Biodiversity; Sustaining People and their Livelihoods” at Bhaskara Auditorium, Birla Science 
Museum to increase understanding, awareness, and positive action on surrounding 
biodiversity issues. The Chief Guest Shri.Jogu Rammanna, Hon'ble Minister for EFS&T and 
BC Welfare, Guests of Honor Smt. Sunitha Mahender Reddy, Chairperson, ZP Rangareddy, 
Shri. P.K. Sharma, IFS, PCCF, HOFF, Shri. P. Raghuveer, IFS, Director, Telangana State Forest 
Academy, Dulapally, Hyderabad, Shri. M.C.Pargaien I.F.S., Member Secretary, TSBDB and 
senior officials from national level institutions (CSIR, ICAR), universities, BMC members, 
NGOs, students, and other line departments participated in the program. 

   In connection with the IBD- 2016, the TSBDB organized events of “Digital photography 
contest on “Flora & Fauna”, Painting Competition, Biodiversity Model on the theme of IBD, 
Bird Race at Ameenpur lake. The competition winners were awarded with prizes & meritorious 
certificates and 18 no of BMCs were felicitated with the award of excellence for Conservation 
and sustainable use of Biological Resources. 

5.5. Peer to Peer Learning Programs  

   To provide technical support and capacity building to the BMC members the TSBB with 
the financial support of NBA and UNEP-GEF-MOEFCC-ABS Project conducted three peer to 
peer learning/Exchange visits and interaction with experts/conservers/institutions/ Non-
Governmental organizations were organized. The Chairpersons, Member Secretaries of the 
BMCs have visited Kerala State & Komram Bheem Asifabad and Zaheerabad, Sangareddy 
districts of Telangana State, to understand the best practices of the BMCs, sustainable 
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utilization of the biological resources by the users, utilization of Local Biodiversity Funds, 
identification of medicinal plants and their associated traditional knowledge etc., The Board 
trained more than 100 BMC members on the above themes. 

5.6. India Biodiversity Awards 

   UNDP India Biodiversity Award 2016 for Successful ABS Mechanism

   The TSBDB nominated the Indian Institute of Oilseeds Research (IIOR)-ICAR for UNDP 
Biodiversity Awards during January, 2016 and after three rounds and field visits by the Jury 
members, the IIOR got selected for UNDP Biodiversity Award, 2016 under Successful 
Mechanisms/Models for Access and Benefit Sharing Category: Efforts resulting in equitable 
sharing of benefits (monetary and/or non-monetary) arising from the utilization of bio-
resources and associated traditional knowledge and practices. The IIOR received cash prize 
Rs.50,000/- and award on the occasion of International Day for Biological Diversity 22nd May, 
2016 at Mumbai organized by the Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, 
Government of India, through the National Biodiversity Authority with support from the 
Maharashtra State Biodiversity Board, in partnership with United Nations Development 
Programme and others. The BMC Member Secretaries of Kothkota, Mahabubnagar District, 
Kothagudem, Nalgonda District also attended the award ceremony.
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5.7. Other activities 

 A one day National Seminar on Biodiversity for Sustainable Life- a Concern for 
Conservation of Natural Reserves was organized by Department of Botany, University 
College of Science, Hyderabad on 12.04.2016 at University College of Science, 
Saifabad in collaboration with Telangana State Biodiversity Board (TSBB). About 150 
students & scholars participated in the program. 

 Organized one day State level workshop on “Conservation on Biodiversity” for National 
Service Scheme (NSS) Volunteers of various universities at Institute of Science & 
Technology (IST), JNTU on 19th April, 2016. Sri.M.Satyanarayana Reddy, State NSS 
Officer and Dr.Jayasri, Director, Centre for Environment Cell, JNTU and more than 100 
volunteers were attended. Also prepared action plan for next year and included the 
Biodiversity subject in the NSS curriculum and established 15 Biodiversity Clubs in 
various Units with the help of Program Officers of various NSS Units to support the 
Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs) at Gram Panchayat level in Telangana 
State.

 “Telanganaku Haritha Haram” program was conducted in the premises of Chandra 
Vihar Complex, M.J.Road, Nampally, Hyderabad on 15.07.2016 through Vigilance & 
Enforcement wing. Shri.Rajiv Trivedi, I.P.S., Principal Secretary, Home Department and 
Director General, Vigilance & Enforcement Department, Dr. C. Suvarna, IFS, Member 
Secretary and other officials of Chandra vihar complex have participated and planted 
various plants.
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 Convened International Conference on Green Trends in Environmental Sustainability 
ICGTES 2016 - “Creating Innovative Solutions for a Sustainable Future” on 16th and 
17th December 2016 at St. Ann’s College for Women, Mehdipatnam, Hyderabad in 
collaboration with Telangana State Council for Higher Education, Telangana State 
Pollution Control Board, Indian Institute of Chemical Technology and Institutions.

 The Telangana State Biodiversity Board exhibited the posters, publications, success 
stories and various achievements like received UNDP India Biodiversity Award 2016 for 
Access Benefit Sharing mechanism, declaration of Ameenpur lake as Biodiversity Heritage 
Site, documentation of RET species of Telangana State, Tradable Bio Resources, People’s 
Biodiversity Registers during the 104th India Science Congress held from 3rd to 7th 
January, 2017 at SV University, Tirupati.  

 Telangana State Biodiversity Board (TSBDB) organized an awareness programme on 
9th January 2017 at Sanjeeviah Park, Secundrabad in collaboration with Centre for 
Environment Education (CEE) for the  ban of Chinese Manja made of nylon thread 
material, coated with finely crushed glass using for kite flying is threat to Birds like 
Vultures, Kites, Owls, Pigeons, Crows etc.  More than 150 school children from Delhi 
Public School, Nacharam, Delhi Public School, Mahendra Hills, Delhi Public School, 
Nadargul, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Jubilee Hills, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan ARRS and 
Meridian School were participated.   Dr.C.Suvarna, IFS Member Secretary, TSBDB & 
Special Secretary, EFS&T Department and Ms.Indira Prakash, Officer In-charge of CEE, 
Hyderabad, Ms.C.Samyukta, Human Society International, India, and Farida Tampal, 
Director, WWF India – Hyderabad have participated and  briefed about the effects of the 
Chinese Manja in an interactive manner. 

 Delivered the Lecture on Biological Diversity Act, 2002 and Telangana State Biological 
Diversity Rules, 2015 with focus on Access and benefit Sharing held on 21.02.2017 at 
Telangana State Forest Academy, Hyderabad for the Forest Range Officers and Forest 
Section officers. 

 The Science Academies Lecture Workshop on Plant Taxonomy – Aims and 
Perspectives was held on 2nd & 3rd November, 2016 at Pramada Devi Seminar Hall, 
University Colleague for Women, Koti, Hyderabad with the support of Indian National 
Science Academy (INSA) and Telangana State Biodiversity Board (TSBDB). 
Dr.Manoranjan Bhanja, IFS, Addl.Principal Chief Conservator of Forests was the Chief 
Guest for the inaugural session and Dr.C.Suvarna, IFS, Member Secretary, TSBDB was 
Chief Guest for Valedictory session. Dr.R.R.Rao, INSA, Honorary Scientist, CIMAP, 
Dr.M.Sanjappa, INSA Senior Scientist and Dr.Ahamedhulla, Chairman, Indian Sub-
Continent, Plant Conservation Network (ISPCN) had delivered lectures on various topics 
like Floristic in diversity in India, IUCN red list criteria and its categories, Role of 
Taxonomy in conservation and Herbarium techniques and their significance in flora 
documentation. 200 teachers and students participated in the program.

Telangana State Biodivesity Board 27



6. UNEP-GEF-MOEF& CC-ABS Project
   National Biodiversity Authority, India and Telangana State Biodiversity Board are 
currently implementing the first National Project on Access and Benefit Sharing under the 
UNEP – GEF – MoEFCC Project on “Strengthening the Implementation of the Biological 
Diversity Act, 2002 and Rules, 2004, with focus on its Access and Benefit Sharing Provisions”.

  This project is being implemented in 10 states of India namely Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, 
Goa, Karnataka, Odisha, Telangana, Tripura, West Bengal, Himachal Pradesh and Sikkim. 
The executing organisation includes NBA in collaboration with the 10 SBBs, Botanical Survey 
of India (BSI), Zoological Survey of India (ZSI), United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP), United Nations Environment Programme - Division of Environmental Law and 
Conventions (UNEP/DELC), United Nations University – Institute of Advanced studies (UNU-
IAS) and Global Environment Facility (GEF).

 To Develop Standardized economic valuation Methods for valuing biodiversity in the 
selected ecosystem

 Developing database on biological resources to tap ABS potential in Project States

 Assessing and quantifying the economic value of biological diversity present at local, 
state and national levels using appropriate methodologies

 Determining benefit sharing and informing national decision makers on prioritizing 
conservation action

 Developing legal tools, methodologies, guidelines and frameworks for ABS mechanism

 Capacity Building for stakeholders in decision-making process

 Piloting ABS agreements in Project States

 Promotion and strengthening of biodiversity funds at national, state and local levels

 Strategizing public awareness programs and facilitating level playing for public, NGOs, 
private sector etc., on ABS

6.1. Activities to regulate access to biological resources and associated traditional knowledge, 

and promote fair and equitable benefit sharing.

   The objective of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 are conservation of biological 
resources, sustainable use of its components and fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising 
out the use of biological resources. Accordingly, the Telangana State Biodiversity Board is 
mandate to regulate activities of access to biological resources and/or associated traditional 
knowledge for commercial utilization, or bio survey and bio utilization for commercial utilization 
except after giving prior intimation to the State Biodiversity Board concerned. The procedures 
to be followed by the applicant are outlined in sections 7, 19, 20 of the Act, Rule (16) of the 
Biological Diversity Rules, 2015 and ABS Guidelines 2014. 
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   Based on the recommendation of the Techno Legal Advisory Group on reduction of 
F o r m - I  f e e ,  T S B B  s u b m i t t e d  t h e  p r o p o s a l  t o  G o v t . o f  Te l a n g a n a 
vide.ref.No.253/TSBDB/Access Fee/2015/ Dt. 25.01.2016, and even No.Dt. 19.5.2016, & 
08.09.2016 for amendment of Rule 16(1) for reducing the Form-I fee from Rs. 10,000/- to 
Rs.1,000/- for any person seeking access/collection of Biological resources from Telangana 
State for commercial utilization or bio-survey or bio-utilization for commercial utilization based 
on the exemptions given in the Guidelines on Access and Benefit Sharing, 2014. Accordingly, 
the Government of Telangana issued a GO.MS.No. 67. EFS& T (For-II) Department Dt. 
03.11.2016.

   Organized One Day State Level Workshop on Economic Valuation of Bioresources for  
Access And Benefit Sharing (ABS) at The Haritha Plaza, Begumpet, Hyderabad on 
01.03.2016 involving 90 participants from various stakeholders like Officials, Experts, NGOs, 
Community entrepreneurs, Professionals from Industries, Practitioners (bio-resources 
valuators traders), Academician and Researchers, Local level agencies, Individuals / and 
interest groups associated with bio-resources of the departments who are dealing with the 
various issues of Biodiversity. 

   The programme was inaugurated by Sri. Vikas Raj, IAS, Secretary, EFS&T department, 
Telangana State Government. The welcome and introductory address was given by Dr. C. 
Suvarna, IFS, Member Secretary, Telangana State Biodiversity Board. The other delegates on 
dais namely Dr. Ishwar C Poojar, Project Manager, UNEP-GEF-MoEF-ABS project, PMU, 
NBA, Chennai, Dr. Prakash Nelliyat, Project Consultant on Economic Valuation, NBA, 
Chennai, Dr. Paul P. Appasamy, Visiting Professor, Madras School of Economics, Chennai and 
Dr. Poonam Jayant Singh, National Bureau of Fish Genetic Resources (NBFGR), Lucknow. 
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   As part of the workshop, the Exhibition stalls were setup on Biodiversity, Access and 
benefit sharing mechanism, ABS agreements entered between Board and Industries for 
access to biological resources for commercial purpose, various posters on traditional seeds 
and Farmers variety "Machala Kandulu (Pigeon pea) registered under Protection of Plant 
Varieties & Farmers' Rights Authority, India (PPVFRA). The full report is available at 
http://nbaindia.org/unep-gef/events5.html . 

6.2. Preparation of database on tradable bioresources & Bioresources based industries in 

Telangana State 

   Review meeting held on “Preparing database on tradable bioresources along with their 
economic valuation and associated traditional knowledge in Telangana State” on 30th June, 
2016 at Telangana State Biodiversity Board Office. The experts, G.Yadava Reddy, Programme 
Manager, Centre for Sustainable Agriculture, Hyderabad, Dr. V.Sunitha, Scientist & 
V.Hanumantha Rao, Research Associate, All India Network Project on Vertebrate Pest 
Management (AINP on VPM), Hyderabad, Dr.P.Raghu Rami Reddy, Research Regional 
Agricultural Research Station (RARS), Mulugu Road, Warangal, Dr.S.Laxman, Associate 
Director of Research, Regional Agricultural Research Station (RASA), Jagitial, Karimanagar, 
Dr. I.V.Srinivasa Reddy (Principal Investigator), Assistant Professor & Head, Khammam and 
GEF staff TSBDB were participated. 

6.3. Measures taken in respect of collection of Levy fee by BMCs

   U/s 41 (3) of the Act, the Biodiversity Management Committees may levy charges by 
way of collection fees from any person for accessing or collecting any biological resource for 
commercial purposes from areas falling within its territorial jurisdiction.

   As per the Rule 22( 13) of the Telangana State Biological Diversity Rules, 2015, the The 
Biodiversity Management Committee at Gram Panchayat / Mandal Parishad/Municipality / 
Municipal Corporation level may decide the terms on which it would permit access to 
biodiversity resources and associated knowledge to different parties for various purpose 
within their jurisdiction and levy charges by way of collection of fees from any person for 
accessing or collecting any biological resource for commercial purpose from the area falling 
within its jurisdiction. The major share of levy charged for the material collected / cultivated 
from private land should be given to the owner/cultivator of the land/knowledge holder/s and 
the balance should be deposited in local Biodiversity Fund of Biodiversity Management 
Committee. The levy charged for the material collected/ cultivated from Government land 
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should be totally deposited in Local Biodiversity Funds of Biodiversity Management 
Committee.

      Based on the above provisions of the Act and Rules, awareness has been 
created among the BMCs and the process is initiated by the BMCs for collection of levy from 
the user agencies. 

  6.4. Consultation meetings with BMCs on ABS 

      The Board conducted 20 consultation meetings with BMCs of Telangana State 
u/s 41 (2) of the Act for taking consents of the BMCs for utilization of the biological resources 
for commercial purpose by the applicants which was received u/s 3, 4, 6 & 7 of the Act. 

  6.5. Access and Benefit Sharing Agreements

      Since, the inception of the TSBB, received 33 Form-I ABS applications u/s 7 of 
the Act and Rule 16(1) of the Telangana State Biological Diversity Rules, 2015 for access to 
biological resources for commercial utilization. Out of 33 applications, the Board has 
approved 16 applications and permission given in the form of ABS agreement as per the 
Regulations on ABS Guidelines 2014. 
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   During the period, the TSBB realized a sum of Rs. 34, 739/- as benefit share & Rs.63, 
000/- applications fee. Total amount received from the inception of the Board is an amount of 
Rs. 2,17,739/- during the FY 2015-16 & 2016-17. 

6.6. Focus Group meetings 

 Organized a capacity building program for the Ayurveda industry in Telangana State on 
16.11.2016 at Telangana State Biodiversity Board Office involving 18 members of 
Confederation of Ayurvedic Industries of Telangana (CAIT) Association. 

 Awareness programme convened on “The Biological Diversity Act for District Judges of 
the State of Telangana” on 8-06-2016 at Judicial Academy S.P.Road, Secunderabad. 
Dr.Ram Gopal Soni, IFS, (Rtd), Member Secretary, Madhya Pradesh State Biodiversity 
Board briefed about the provisions of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 to the 50 District 
judges of  Telangana State. 

6.7. Establishment of Local Biodiversity Funds 

      Under project, established local biodiversity funds in 35 BMCs @ 20,000/- each 
of Telangana covering Agri, forest, wetland ecosystem. The funds were utilized by the BMCs 
for conducting awareness programmes and institutional strengthening at grass root level. 
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6.8. Significant activities under the Project

 Organized field visits for documentation of Economic Valuation of Bioresource for 
Access and Benefit Sharing from 10-05-2016 to 12-05-2016. Documented the entire 
marketing chain and economic value of the biological resources from Seed Sector, 
Neutracetical Sector, Ayurveda Sector and Local healers and suppliers @ Hyderabad. 

 Organized Exchange visit to East Godavari District, A.P.State from 06-05-2016 to 07-
05-2016 and visited Korangi BMC, Tallarevu Mandal, East Godavari District and M/s. 
Venkateswara Ayurveda Nilayam Limited, Chintaluru, East Godavari District, A.P.State 
involving 20 BMC members and District Biodiversity Coordinators to understand the 
activities of BMCs and implementation of the Act. 

 Organized Exchange visit to Zaheerabad Mandal of Sangareddy District on 21.10.2016 
and visited Zaheerabad Mandal of Sangareddy District. 
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 Under the project, prepared two model PBRs i.e. Perkapally, Saidapur Mandal, 
Karimnagar District and Yerragollapahad, Jangoan Mandal, Jangoan District Telangana 
State. 

 Under the project, total 10 PBRs developed with the support of Technical Support 
Groups in the selected BMCs of Telangana State covering Agriculture, wetland and 
forest ecosystems. Also initiated process for designing of software for digitalization of 
PBRs. 

Telangana State Biodivesity Board 34



 Organized a Two Day State Level Training Workshop on Protection of Intellectual 
Property Rights (IPR) & Documentation of Traditional Knowledge (TK) of Telangana 
State on 6th & 7th, June, 2016 at Telangana State Forest Academy, Dulapally, 
Hyderabad involving 70 healers from Telangana State. The meeting was attended by 
experts from National Biodiversity Authority, National Innovation Foundation- India 
(NIF), Ahmedabad, Faculty and students from Dr BRKR Govt College of Ayurveda, 
Scientists from Centre for Research in Unani Medicine, Ayush, Faculty and 
Probationers from TSFA and other eminent personalities from Hyderabad graced the 
meet and added immense value. The meet was attended by 70 Herbal healers, shared 
practices on 21 diseases and 115 herbal practices which includes healing of animals 
were documented during the two day meet.

 Review meeting was conducted on preparation of People's Biodiversity Registers 
(PBRs) for selected agencies/ institutions on 13th June, 2016 at Telangana State 
Biodiversity Board Office. The experts Dr. N.Mukta, Principal Scientist, ICAR-IIOR, 
Hyderabad, Dr. Someswar Rao Pandravada, Principal Scientist, NBPGR RS, 
Hyderabad, 3. Sri.K.Siva Prasad, Liaison officer, NBA, Hyderabad, Selected 
agencies/ institutions of PBRs and GEF Project & TSBDB Staff were participated. The 
PBR format 2013 reviewed and removed the repeated formats. The final PBR formats 
submitted to the Board for further consideration. 
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 Organized One day district level capacity building workshop on Biological Diversity Act, 
2002, TSBDB Rules, 2015 with focus on Access and benefit sharing provision at 
Kamareddy on 09.09.2016 involving 100 BMCs of Kamareddy District, Telangana State. 

 Organized an Awareness programme on “The Biological Diversity Act, 2002 and 
Peoples Biodiversity Register (PBR)” on 17.09.2016 at Telangana State Biodiversity 
Board Office involving 56 BMC members from Medak District, Telangana State. 

 Organized an Awareness programme on “The Biological Diversity Act, 2002 and 
Peoples Biodiversity Register (PBR)” 29.09.2016 at Warangal District involving 34 BMC 
Sarpanches and Members.  
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 Organized an Awareness programme on “The Biological Diversity Act, 2002, TSBDB 
Rules, 2015 with focus on Access and benefit sharing (ABS) provision” on 20.10.2016 
at Telangana State Biodiversity Board Office involving 25 BMC Chairpersons and 
Member Secretaries of Khammam, Medak, Warangal, Nalgonda and Karimnagar 
Districts. 

 Conference of Parties – 13 (COP-13) held at Cancun, Mexico:

   Sri.Jogu Ramanna, Hon’ble Minister for EFS&T Dept and BC Welfare, Govt. of 
Telangana and Dr.C. Suvarna, IFS, Member Secretary, TSBDB, Hyderabad participated in the 
International Conference COP -13 organized on biodiversity related subjects from 4th to 17th 
December 2016 at Cancun, Mexico. TSBDB has showcased the case studies on ABS 
mechanism i.e. TSBDB won appreciation at National level by winning UNDP India biodiversity 
award 2016 for establishing successful ABS mechanism in the state, this case study was a 
successful model for coordination among the research institutions, State Biodiversity Boards, 
Biodiversity Management Committees and bio-resource based industries in India and world
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 Attended the 104th Indian Science Congress (ISC) on 3.01.2017 & 04.01.2017 at Sri 
Venkateshwara University (SVU), Tirupati, A.P. showcased the success stories of TSBB 
and UNEP-GEF-MoEFCC-ABS Project. 

 Organized Awareness programme to stop procuring, stocking, sale and use of  
Chinese Manja (nylon thread) and glass-coated Manja for kite flying on 09.01.2017at 
Sanjeevaiah Park, Hyderabad involving 150 Schools Children’s. 
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7. RESEARCH PROJECTS

7.1. Agri Biodiversity of Telangana State

  Agri-biodiversity of Telangana: Inventorization and documentation for posterity and 
sustainable management of crop genetic resources.

   The project was initiated from 1st October 2016 in collaboration with National Bureau of 
Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR), Regional Station, Hyderabad for a period of 2 years and 
the financial outlay of the project is Rs. 10.76 Lakhs with the following objectives:

   •  Inventorization and documentation of Agri-biodiversity with particular reference to 
crop genetic resources of Telangana.

   •  Mapping Agri-biodiversity and preparation of digital atlas of crop genetic resources 
for Telangana.

   •  Bringing out a comprehensive Agri-biodiversity Register and Crop Genetic 
Resources document for Telangana State.

7.2. Documentation of threatened Taxa of Telangana State

   A project on “Documentation of threatened Taxa of Telangana State” was launched on 
21st September 2016. The major objective of the project is to document a comprehensive 
book with a State – Level Assessment of Taxa across many taxonomic groups with special 
focus on threats affecting them and existing conservation measures in place and suggested 
conservation actions. 

   The project will result in documentation of the threatened taxa (Higher Plants & 
Vertebrates) of Telangana State with details on Taxanomy, Geographical Range, Population, 
Habitat & ecology, Major Threats, Use and Trade, and Conservation Measures. Each taxon 
assessed will also have its scientific name, Common English name, vernacular name, 
Regional Assessment Status, GIS map showing locations from where the taxon is present 
district wise.
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7.3. Registration of Mannanur Cattle 

   A collaborative project on ‘Conservation of Local Germplasm: Registration of Mannanur 
Cattle, A native Livestock population of Telangana State’ was launched on 21.04.2016 with an 
outlay of Rs.17.69 lakhs.  An amount of Rs.7.11 lakhs has been released under UNEP- GEF-
MoEFCC-ABS Project, Telangana State Biodiversity Board. 

   According to National Bureau of Animal Genetic Resources (NBAGR) India has 151 
indigenous livestock breeds, which includes 39 cattle, 13 Buffalo, 24 Goat, 40 Sheep, 6 Horse 
& ponies, 9 camel, 3 pig, 1 donkey and 16 chicken. Telangana, youngest state of the country, 
does not have any registered cattle breed. A local cattle population called Mannanur/ 
Nallamala / Thurupu Cattle which has excellent draught power quality and capacity to work in 
agricultural fields, both in wet and dry condition. These cattle are being reared mainly by 
Lambada and Gola communities, in and around Mannanur Forest areas of Achampet, 
Amrabad Mandals in Nagar Kurnool District of Telangana State and nearby areas.

   Thrupu cattle is a medium size animal with compact body size and has thick horns at 
base, directed backward, upward & projecting forward with sharp ending tips, concave 
forehead with horizontal ears in orientation. The hump of the cattle is medium to large size. 
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    A cattle Fair of Thrupu cattle was organized on 27th December 2016 at B.Lakshmipur 
village, Amrabad Mandal, nagarkurnool District by the Cattle Breeders Community in 
collaboration with Telangana State Biodiversity Board (TSBDB), Department of Animal 
Husbandry, WASSAN and CONARE NGOs. Dr.C.Suvarna IFS, Member Secretary TSBDB, 
Shri. E. Sridhar IAS District Collector & Magistrate and Dr. Arjava Sharma, Director, National 
Bureau of Animal Genetic Resources, Karnal (Haryana) were the Chief Guest’s for the 
program.

   About 1000 Mannanur cattle of (different categories, namely, cow, breeding bull, 
bullock, and young stocks) 600 breeders from Amrabad, Achampet, Mannanur, and Lingal 
mandals participated in the fair. Several programmes like launching of breeders association 
with logo, different types of cattle competition, cultural programme and distribution of 
incentive for data recording for registration of Mannanur cattle were conducted. The breeders 
also took a pledge to conserve and protect their indigenous Mannanur cattle.
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8. PUBLICATIONS 
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9. AUDIT REPORTS 
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10. PAPER CLIPPINGS 
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ANNEXURES
1.   Amendment of Rule 16 (1) of the Telangana State Biological Diversity Rules, 2015. 
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2.  Declaration of Ameenpur Lake as “Biodiversity Heritage Site”
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3.  Restriction  or regulate exotic fish culture of Tilapia fish

Telangana State Biodivesity Board 51



4.   Local Biodiversity Funds (2015-2016)
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5.   Local Biodiversity Funds (2016-2017)
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List of PBRs prepared 2016-2017
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
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9.

10.

Indervelly

Perkapalli

Vinobha Nagar

Rajalingala

Chinnachelmeda

Kushnoor

Bollaram

Tammadpalle

Yerragollapahad

Seethanagaram

Indervelly

Saidapur

Julurpad

Enkuru

Munipalle

Raikode

Gurrampodu

Marriguda

Jangaon

Guduru

Adilabad

Karimnagar

BadradriKothagudem

Khammam

Sangareddy

Sangareddy

Nalgonda

Nalgonda

Jangoan

Mahabubabad

BMCs constituted & PBRs prepared

under the UNEP-GEF-MoEFCC-ABS Project
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